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Mission
Be a catalyst! Ignite our 

community’s passion for 

nature and science.

The Denver Museum of  

Nature & Science envisions  

an empowered community  

that loves, understands and  

protects our natural world.

Vision

Image: reconstruction of the ancient 
67-million-year-old landscape of North 
Dakota with a juvenile Tyrannosaurus rex.
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We are thrilled to share the  
Denver Museum of Nature & Science’s 
2024 Gratitude Report. As we look 
back, we do so with immense pride 
and gratitude for the remarkable 
achievements we have accomplished 
together. Here are a few of the 
extraordinary discoveries and 
moments of inspiration we  
celebrated in 2024.

Dear Friends 
& Supporters,  

Images: Teen Rex excavation.



Discovery of the “Teen Rex” fossil that captivated the world. After three  

boys uncovered a rare juvenile T. rex in North Dakota’s Hell Creek formation,  

Denver Museum of Nature & Science paleontologists led a dramatic 

excavation. The adolescent T. rex fossil is the star of the Museum’s “Discovering 

Teen Rex” exhibition and an acclaimed giant-screen documentary “T. REX 3D.”

In partnership with Denver Parks & Recreation, we completed Nature Play, 
a highly anticipated four-acre outdoor experience in City Park. People of 

all ages are now able to actively explore nature and discover the wonders of 

Colorado’s natural ecosystems, right in our very own backyard.

Museum archaeologist Dr. Michele Koons and her team made an astonishing 
find at Pañamarca in Peru, uncovering a Moche throne room and compelling 
evidence of a female ruler. Not only did this groundbreaking discovery garner 

international news coverage, but it was also the cover story for Archaeology 

Magazine’s "Top 10 Discoveries of 2024."

We received a historic donation from renowned conservation photographer 
Wendy Shattil, who entrusted us with her life’s work — more than 
100,000 images. Wendy has spent her career, alongside her late husband 

and collaborator Bob Rozinski, using the power of imagery to inspire 

environmental awareness and action. 

Our beloved Discovery Zone celebrated its 10-year anniversary.  
Throughout the past decade, hundreds of thousands of children took their  

first steps here into the world of scientific discovery in this incredible space  

of wonder and awe.

These milestones, discoveries and achievements underscore the profound 

impact of our collective efforts to expand access to nature and science 

education. None of this would be possible without the unwavering support  

of our donors, volunteers, members and community partners. 

Your generosity ensures that the Museum remains a place of discovery, 

inspiration and lifelong learning for all. 

With gratitude,

George Sparks 
President & CEO 
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Steve McConahey 
Board Chair
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YEAR IN REVIEW
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member  
households served students + educators 

served 200,75448,000visitors  welcomed 
temporary exhibitionsinto 4

833,641

visitors on SCFD 
Community Free Days77,897

30 201 excursions over days
9 3states and countriesin

RESE ARCH FIELD EXCUR SIONS

1 Cutting Edge National Award  
from the Association of 
Science & Technology Centers

INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCE & POLIC Y

108,424 
volunteer hours

$273,834 
in donor funded 

scholarships 
provided

20 
teen  
science 
scholars

97.35 tons of waste diverted from landfill

Includes virtual, Curiosity Cruiser, 
Dinosaur Gulch at Cherry Creek Shopping 
Center, Mars Outpost at Colorado Mills 
Mall and science division outreach.

podcast downloads
16,000
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Treasurer’s Report 

The Museum welcomed approximately 2.1 million people through its doors in 2024. Our ability to attract and engage an audience of this size is made possible by 

countless individuals and organizations whose continued support is vital to our mission.

We owe special recognition to the citizens of the seven-county Denver metro area, including Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson 

counties, the City and County of Denver and the Scientific Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) for their ongoing operational support. SCFD’s renewal was approved by 

voters in 2016. In 2024, SCFD revenue for the Denver metropolitan area remained the same as 2023, a reflection of citizens’ uncertainty about the economy. 

Support for the Museum’s $53.4 million in operational expenditures came from $49.4 million in revenues and use of strategic reserves. Overall operating revenues 

for the Museum were consistent with the prior year.

The Museum continued with important and exciting capital projects in 2024. As part of the Everyone, Everywhere Strategic Plan, we opened the Museum’s first-

ever permanent outdoor experience, Nature Play, in partnership with Denver Parks & Recreation. We also completed detailed design and specimen documentation 

for the reimagined Gems & Minerals Hall. In addition, we finished design plans for the East Wing and plaza restoration and renovation project, thanks to the largest 

private donation in the Museum’s history from the Sturm Family Foundation, with construction beginning in Spring 2025.

On the following page, we present our financial results with the strategic activities separated from operations. The Museum received a clean audit opinion from our 

independent accounting firm.

The Denver Museum of Nature & Science is pleased to have ended 2024 in a healthy financial position 
enriched with new insights and inspiration to better meet the evolving needs of our community.

Ashley Bassim 
Chief Financial Officer

Steve Halstedt 
Co-Chair, Finance and Audit Committee

Paul Washington 
Co-Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
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Year End 
Financial Report

2024 Support and Revenue

OPERATIONS

OPERATIONS

INITIATIVES

INITIATIVES

ALL MUSEUM

ALL MUSEUM

2024 Expenditures

Year ending Dec. 31, 2024, in thousands
Excludes DMNS Foundation operating results

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
Exhibits/Visitor Experiences  12,778  5,982  18,760 

Physical Plant  9,657  1,071  10,728 

Admissions  3,819  -    3,819 

Collections & Research  7,386  725  8,111 

Education  5,501  67  5,568 

TOTAL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES  39,141  7,845  46,986 

SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES
General and Administration  7,812  680  8,492 

Marketing  3,090  -    3,090 

Fundraising  1,963  211  2,174 

Membership  1,412  -    1,412 

TOTAL SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES  14,277  891  15,168 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  53,418  8,736  62,154 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS  
FROM OPERATIONS

 (3,971)  (948)  (4,919)

Admissions  10,528  -    10,528 

SCFD  12,508  -    12,508 

Gifts and grants  10,648  6,959  17,607 

Memberships  5,047  -    5,047 

Gift shop and food service (net)  6,529  -    6,529 

City & County of Denver  2,259  827  3,086 

Program  1,001  -    1,001 

Other  927  2  929 

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE  49,447  7,788  57,235 



Teen Rex Captivates the World 
It’s not every day that a family hike turns into an international sensation.  

But that’s exactly what happened to the Fisher brothers and their cousin 

when they went looking for dinosaur bones in the Hell Creek formation near 

their home in Marmarth, North Dakota. On that day, the youngest of the 

three boys, Liam, was the first to notice a particularly massive bone laying 

out on the side of a rocky hill. 

The boys had spent years exploring the nearby Hell Creek area, hoping to 

find dinosaur fossils. While they had come across fossilized plants and cow 

bones, a real dinosaur discovery had always eluded them. But when Liam 

called his brother and cousin up the hill to see what he had found, they 

knew immediately — this had to be something big! 

Fortunately, they knew just the person who could confirm their discovery: 

Denver Museum of Nature & Science paleontologist Dr. Tyler Lyson.  

Liam lay down next to the bone while his dad, Sam, snapped a photo to  

send to Dr. Lyson.

Dr. Lyson, who grew up in Marmarth and had spent his own childhood 

searching for fossils in these same hills, saw the photo just as he was 

boarding a plane. His excitement was immediate — the boys had finally 

found a dinosaur. But what kind? That remained a mystery.

By the summer of 2023, Dr. Lyson had secured excavation permits from the 

Bureau of Land Management and arrived with a team from the Museum, 

ready to unearth the fossil. Traveling with them was a production crew from 

Giant Screen Films, eager to capture footage of a real dinosaur dig. What they 

uncovered was astonishing: an extremely rare juvenile Tyrannosaurus rex — 

one of only a handful ever found in the world. The cameras were rolling as 

the team celebrated, capturing the boys’ beaming smiles, bursts of laughter 

and even their mother’s emotional tears of joy.

For the next 11 days, the team carefully excavated the fossil, removing 

layers of rock and preparing it for transport. In a dramatic moment, the 

specimen was removed from the hillside in a 6,000-pound protective plaster 

and dirt jacket, then airlifted off the hill by a Black Hawk helicopter.  

From there, it was transported to the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, 

where it now serves as the centerpiece of an extraordinary exhibition.

The discovery of the "Teen Rex" sparked worldwide fascination, earning 

coverage in The New York Times, BBC News and even a mention on  

The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon. This remarkable fossil was 

featured in the Museum’s "Discovering Teen Rex" experience, where visitors 

witnessed firsthand the fascinating process of fossil preparation. 

The documentary film crew went on to produce a 40-minute documentary 

“T. REX 3D,” introducing this incredible find to millions of museum visitors 

around the world.
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By winter 2024, the preparation team at the Museum had uncovered 

significant portions of the skull, including the upper jaw and 

many teeth. The team also uncovered, in a separate jacket, the 

carnivorous dinosaur’s powerful leg and foot bones. 

This has been a truly historic discovery that has captivated the 

world. And it was all made possible by your support. 

Special thanks to our "Discovering Teen Rex”  
exhibition sponsors: Chevron, Pinnacol  
Assurance, Montgomery Cleworth and  
Genessee Mountain Foundation.

Learn more: Scan to  
watch the DMNS 8-minute  
video, "Teen Rex Discovery."

Images: Teen Rex excavation.
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Discovering 
an Ancient 
Queen 
Excavating rock and scratching through dirt for months 

under the intense equatorial sun is a challenging endeavor 

— and let’s be honest, it’s not for everyone. But for those 

drawn to adventure and discovery, there is a reward to  

be had through the dust and sweat. This past summer,  

Dr. Michele Koons and her team of Museum archaeologists 

and international researchers made an incredible 

discovery: a Moche throne room and compelling evidence 

of a powerful female leader in the coastal desert plains of 

Peru’s Nepeña Valley.

“This discovery opens a fascinating window into the world 

of the ancient Moche people, who thrived in northern Peru 

for half a millennium,” said Dr. Michele Koons, director 

of anthropology. “It also deepens our understanding 

of gender dynamics in ancient society, suggesting that 

women held positions of significant power and influence.”

 Images: Hall of the Moche. Photographer: Lisa Trever. 
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The Moche civilization, known for its elaborate artwork, 

sophisticated architecture and richly adorned tombs, has 

long been studied by archaeologists seeking to understand 

its social and political structures. Pañamarca, an important 

Moche religious and cultural site, is famous for its murals 

depicting priests, warriors and mythological beings.  

In 2024, the research team uncovered an adobe throne 

surrounded by walls and pillars adorned with murals 

depicting four different scenes of a powerful woman.

Among the newly revealed murals is an extraordinary 

depiction of a crowned woman associated with the crescent 

moon and the sea, overseeing a bustling textile workshop. 

Nearby, a procession of men carries textiles and the leader’s 

crown, complete with her signature braids. The presence 

of these detailed paintings, combined with the physical 

evidence of the throne, strongly suggests that this was not 

merely a mythical figure but a real historical leader.  

The discovery challenges long-held assumptions about 

gender roles in the Moche world and offers new insights 

into the governance of this ancient society.

Beyond the throne room, excavations revealed an 

entirely unknown monumental structure: the “Hall of the 

Braided Serpents.” This hall features intricate murals of 

intertwining serpents with human legs — a motif previously 

unseen in Moche art. Other paintings depict warriors, 

anthropomorphized weapons and a monstrous 

figure in pursuit of a man. These findings 

further illustrate the complexity of Moche 

religious and political life.

These discoveries have captured widespread 

attention. The throne room was recognized 

by Archaeology Magazine as one of the "Top 10 

Discoveries of 2024,” highlighting the importance of 

this work in reshaping our understanding of the Moche 

civilization.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we continue 

to push the boundaries of scientific discovery and 

share the untold stories of the past. We invite 

you to follow the journey of the Pañamarca 

project on social media and visit  

www.panamarca.org to learn more.

Your support fuels discovery. Thank you 

for helping us bring history to life!

This discovery...  
deepens our understanding 

of gender dynamics in 
ancient society suggesting 
that women held positions  

of significant power  
and influence.
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Connecting to Nature’s Stories 
For Wendy Shattil, photography has never been simply about capturing 

beautiful images. Her goal has always been to use photography to 

tell stories that move people to action. A renowned conservation 

photographer featured in National Geographic, Outside Magazine 

and numerous other publications, Wendy has spent her career — 

alongside her late husband and collaborator, Bob Rozinski — using 

the power of imagery to inspire environmental awareness and 

action. We are incredibly fortunate that her life’s work has found  

a permanent home at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science.

Perhaps one of the most significant chapters of Wendy’s career 

unfolded in the late 1980s and early 1990s at the Rocky Mountain 

Arsenal, a 23-square-mile expanse outside of Denver that was once 

considered one of the most toxic places on Earth. Originally a chemical 

weapons manufacturing site during World War II and later used for 

pesticide production, the area had severe contamination issues. Despite this, 

an abundance of wildlife thrived in its remaining prairie ecosystem, prompting 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to enlist Wendy and Bob to document the site’s 

surprising biodiversity.

The duo spent six years photographing the Arsenal’s wildlife, capturing compelling 

images that brought national and international attention to the area’s ecological 

importance. Their work played a vital role in conservation efforts, leading to the 

site’s transformation into the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge 

in 2004. Today, the refuge is home to more than 330 species, including bison, 

bald eagles, prairie dogs, burrowing owls and the once-endangered black-footed 

ferret. Nearly half a million visitors experience this urban oasis each year.

Shattil’s donation to the Museum includes more than 100,000 images, all 

carefully cataloged with metadata detailing the time and place that each photo 

was taken. This complete documentation provides an invaluable record of 

biodiversity changes over time, a resource that could one day be analyzed using 

artificial intelligence to uncover trends invisible to the human eye. 

Laura Uglean Jackson, digital archivist at the Museum, emphasizes the wide-

reaching impact of this collection for researchers of the public: “The collection 

is going to be used widely and by all sorts of different types of users, from 

the elementary school student that needs something for their assignment to 

organizations that are trying to improve the environment."

Shattil hopes her images will continue to inspire future generations to engage 

with and protect the natural world. “All of this doesn’t just document wildlife,  

it tells stories. And the stories connect people to the natural world and 

hopefully create a deeper understanding of why conservation is important.”

Thank you to our donors for providing the Museum with the capacity to accept 

this incredible donation. We are honored to care for Wendy and Bob’s life's 

work and ensure that it will continue to educate, inspire and contribute to 

conservation efforts for generations to come.

DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE  2024 GRATITUDE REPORT 
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Celebrating the  
Discovery Zone’s First Decade 
The Discovery Zone is truly one of our most cherished spaces at the Museum.  

For the past 10 years, thousands of children have taken their first steps here into 

the world of scientific discovery.

Every day is a new adventure: a young engineer marvels at the forces of water 

pressure, a team of “astro-tots” embarks on their first mission to the 

moon and a flurry of handmade butterflies flutter away through a 

wind tunnel. Here is a place where experimentation, creativity and 

discovery happen naturally — a place where play and learning 

are as inseparable as they are in the minds of our children. 

The Discovery Zone’s mission is simple yet profound: to give 

children the opportunity to think, experiment and problem-solve 

like scientists. Every activity — whether constructing model cities, 

creating art or even handling live insects — nurtures scientific inquiry.  

Research consistently shows that play-based learning not only enhances 

education but also fosters a deeper connection to science. 

The space simultaneously gives children opportunities for social development.  

For parents like Andrea Serlet, whose son Henry is a frequent visitor, the impact  

is clear. “It provides so much social interaction and turn-taking. It’s really helped 

Henry develop socially.”

The Museum’s passionate educator performers are at the heart of the Discovery 

Zone. Building model cities, painting and coloring, petting cockroaches and 

facilitating demonstrations in the science kitchen are all part of the 

daily routine, but most importantly, educator performers allow 

the children to guide the experience and focus on the things 

that matter most to them. Educators are also able to form tight 

bonds with the children and their caretakers — often receiving 

invitations to birthday parties!

As the Discovery Zone enters its next decade, the Museum is 

committed to keeping it fresh, engaging and responsive to the 

community’s evolving needs.

“It’s exciting to see how proud kids are of what they create here. They start to 

understand that their ideas and actions matter,” says Nikki Parker, Manager of Adult 

and Family Programs. “We know the space is successful, and we’re excited about 

ways to enhance the experience in the years to come.”

DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE  2024 GRATITUDE REPORT 

It’s exciting to  
see how proud kids are  

of what they create here... 
that their ideas and  

actions matter.
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Climb, Explore, Connect:  
Nature Play 
Nature Play opened on September 10, as the Museum’s first-ever permanent outdoor experience. Co-created 

with neighbors and built in partnership with Denver Parks & Recreation, this immersive, four-acre environment 

in City Park invites guests of all ages to climb, explore and connect. Designed to nurture emotional, mental and 

physical well-being, Nature Play is free and open 365 days a year, welcoming everyone to discover the wonder 

of nature right in the heart of Denver.

Nature Play is a community vision brought to life. Over three years, the Museum engaged with thousands of 

voices to shape an experience that reflects the spirit and diversity of our city. The space includes  

ADA-accessible paths, a restored historic waterway, local artwork and interpretive signage that helps 

guests connect more deeply with their surroundings. Since opening, Nature Play has created new 

pathways for meaningful access to both nature and the Museum, strengthening our role as a 

place where community and curiosity grow together.

2025 Winner
Westword Best Of Denver® “Best New Playground”

100% 93% 97% 
of guests said the 

space was accessible*

* Information provided by the Department of Insights & Analytics

of guests felt it  
was full of wonder*

of guests would 
recommend to others*
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Board of Trustees

Steve McConahey CHAIR

Jena Hausmann VICE CHAIR

Rick Ambrose

Matthew Burkett

Christopher Chavez

John Couzens

Jandel Allen-Davis

Henry Gordon

Steve Halstedt

Allegra “Happy” Haynes 

Hayden Hirschfeld

Jenny Hopkins

Alice Jackson

Don Law

John Levisay

David Liniger

Harold R. Logan Jr.

Donna Lynne

Naresh Mandava

Christine Marquez-Hudson

Susan McIntire

Bruce Oreck

Kristin Richardson

Jesus Salazar

Mark Spiecker

Leo Tilman

Paul Washington

Sue E. Anschutz-Rodgers

Lisa Levin Appel

Patricia Barela Rivera

Pamela D. Beardsley

Brown W. Cannon

Monty Cleworth

Anthony M. Combs

Jeffrey H. Coors

James H. Crocker

Peter Dea

Joan C. Donner

Hubert A. Farbes Jr.

John A. Ferguson III

John E. Freyer

Oliver W. Hickel III

Wayne Hutchens

Gail Heitler Klapper

Walter “Buz” Koelbel, Jr.* 

Nancy Leprino Henry

Mary Pat Link

Anne McCarthy

Carrie Morgridge

Timothy M. Ryan

Mark Sexton

Eric Sipf

Thomas Swanson

Sondra Talley

M. Ray Thomasson

Mike Wilfley

* Passed away in 2024

The Museum extends its deepest gratitude for your support, which makes science accessible, fun, 
understandable and meaningful — creating a vibrant Colorado community today and far into the future. 

2024 Trustees 2024 Trustees Emeriti
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BACK ROW (L-R)  Terry Fry,* Bruce Oreck, 
Jesus Salazar, Rick Ambrose, Roger Hutson,* 
Henry Gordon, Matthew Burkett, Mark Spiecker

FRONT ROW (L-R)  Donna Lynne, Hayden Hirschfeld, Steve Halstedt, 
Christine Marquez-Hudson, Steve McConahey, Jena Hausmann,  
Allegra “Happy” Haynes, Hal Logan, John Levisay, Chris Chavez

NOT PICTURED  John Couzens, Jandell Allen-Davis, Jenny Hopkins, 
Alice Jackson, Don Law, Naresh Mandava, Susan McIntire, Amy Parsons,* 
Kristin Richardson, Leo Tilman, Paul Washington

* New 2025 Trustee
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Edwin Carter Legacy Society

Anonymous

Marcelle Arak* & Hal Landem

Paul H Barrett, Jr.

Mrs. Barbara B. Becker & Mr. Benjamin Cordova

Robert Blauvelt & Michael Corrigan

Mr. Roger P. Botterbusch

Donald & Nikkie Brandborg

Marcus Brooks & Donna L. Stuedeman

Serena & Darek Bruzgo

Ms. Monica K. Burkhardt

Anne Canter

William W. Carpenter & Kris Todd

Mr. James C. & Mrs. Kathleen Carter-McLin

Ms. Kit Cassingham & Mr. Randy Cassingham

Melissa Chaffin

Barbara & Roger Chamberlin

Elizabeth H. Clancy

Montgomery C. Cleworth

Mrs. Geraldine L. Cohen

Dale Colclasure

George W. Cole

Natalie Conrad

Michael Corrigan

Dr. Bridget C. Coughlin

Garrett Crawford

Ross & Frances Davison

Peter & Cathy Carpenter Dea

Bonnie Downing

Marilyn Ellis

Mr. James A. & Mrs. June E. Englehorn

Cathy Fields-Sauceda

Megan Fisher

Jeff & Naomi Fitzgerald

Gerald Forney & Irene Ludwig

Valerie Forsberg

Mike Foster

Val Gheller

James & Diane Goddard

Rhondda Grant

Margot G. Hackstaff* 

Kristine Haglund

Jared & Veronika Hall

Oriole N. Hart

Larry D. & Vivian Harvey

Karen Hass*

Johni Hays

Mrs. Charles Hazelrigg

Bob & Joanie Herndon

W. Jean Horkans

Wayne & Joyce Hutchens

Pat Jerrell

Richard Johnson

Dan & Dianne Kile

Bob Kinter*

Thank you to these individuals for remembering the Museum in their estate plans.
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Dr. Tony Kisley

Walt Kurszewski

Joseph LaCamera

Mrs. Shirley Lampshire

John & Suzann Love

John Maginness & Connie Lintz

Mr. Ed & Patricia A. Martin

Rosann McCullough

Margaret McKechnie

John & Suzy McKeever

Paula Meadows

Marilynn P. Miciek

Lael Moe & Cathy Fennelly

Tae-Hyun Moon & Gregory L. Tietbohl

Mary E. Moser

Susie & Perry Moss

Sharron Myers

Dr. Stephen E. Nash & Carmen Carrasco

Jeff & Michelle Neely

Carmen & Carl Neu

John Neuschaefer & Kandy Tigerman

Denny & René O'Connell

Ann O'Donnell & Canton O'Donnell

Caitlyn O'Neil

Angeles Ortega

Cheryl Pilatzke

Sally Plummer

Geraldine Puchalski

The Rich Family 

Ms. Carol A. Robbins

Mary Pat Rooney

Pat Russell

Dorothy Safford

Edward Scholz & Craig Brown

Charles R. Spratt

Gayle Stallings

Dr. Michael Stone

Barbara Stucky

Ted & Dianne Stump

Elsie Swensen*

Dick & Sonnie Talley

Jeff Terrill

Mark & DonnaDale Turner

Donald F. & Linda S. Wagner

Susan K. Wallner

Mr. Richard Whipkey

Kim Wiescamp

Dr. Vickie M. Wilson

Joan E. Wood

Robert Zupkus & Janet Burda

Peter E. &  Lucille F. Zwanzig

* Passed away in 2024
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Endowments

Anonymous

Avenir Conservation Fund

Avenir Endowment for Conservation

Bouslog Fund

Collections Fund

Coors Exhibit Fund c/o Adolph Coors Foundation

Education Endowment Fund

Vida F. Ellison Fund

Founders Fund

The Charles C. Gates & June S. Gates Creativity Endowment

Gates Family Foundation Capital Fund

Gates Family Foundation Hall of Life Fund

Robert P. & Mary S. Hackstaff Fund

Wm. R. Hearst Endowed Fund for Education & Outreach Programs

C. Neil & Carolyn S. Norgren Endowment Fund

Ann O'Donnell Endowment for Outreach Education

O'Shaughnessy Family Endowment Fund

Geraldine Pawley Endowed Fund

Phipps Anthropology Collections Fund

Phipps Collections Fund

Phipps Family Fund

Calvin A. & Virginia J. Powers Family Fund

Prehistoric Journey Fund

A. E. Reynolds Endowment Fund

Frank H. Ricketson, Jr. Capital Fund

Paul & Harriet Rosen Teen Science Scholars Endowment Fund

Tim & Kathryn Ryan Earth Sciences Fund

Irving & Carol Shwayder Endowment for Science & Technology

Stucky Postdoctoral Fellowship Fund

Volunteer Endowment Fund

Dodge Wallace Endowment Fund

Dodge Wallace Fellowship Fund

Wilfley Fund

Melvin & Elaine Wolf Foundation Scholarship Fund

Thank you for supporting these endowment funds that will sustain the Museum 
for years to come.

 Images: Hall of the Moche. Photographer: Lisa Trever. 
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Collections Donors
Thank you for enhancing the Museum’s research 
collections with your donations.

Vern Brown

Linda Clark

Dennis Gertenbach

Thomas Hegna

Mark Ivan Jacobson

Sherman Marsh

Nor’wood Development Group

David Schmude

Doug Shore

Garland Upchurch

Steve Wallace

Chris Weege

Earth Sciences
Kenneth L. Kvamme

David J. Meltzer

Richard Bruggers

Wendell R. Icenogle

S. Mark Nelson

Steve Schilling

David Steinmann

Archives

Zoology



DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE  2024 GRATITUDE REPORT 26 Image: Teen Rex excavation.



27DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE  2024 GRATITUDE REPORT 



DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE  2024 GRATITUDE REPORT 28

Individual Donors
$1,000,000+ 
Don & Susie Law

Kristin & Blair Richardson Family

$100,000-$999,999
Richard & Kathryn Ambrose

Montgomery C. Cleworth 

The Estate of Glenn Tucker

The Estate of Janice R. Tucker

$10,000-$99,999
Anonymous

Lisa Appel

James & Sharon Butler

Merle Chambers & Hugh Grant

John & Melinda Couzens

Lawrence Davila 

Dorothy Dines

Mr. James A. Englehorn & Mrs. June E. Englehorn 

Robin & Mark Fingerson 

Gerald Forney & Irene Ludwig

John & Ginny Freyer

Kris Fraser & Jeff Goldstein

Henry & Lorie Gordon

Margot G. Hackstaff* 

Jena & Kevin Hausmann

Mrs. Charles Hazelrigg 

Mark & Jenny Hopkins

Michael & Elizabeth Lacey

Hal & Ann Logan

John Maginness & Connie Lintz

Mr. Ed & Mrs. Patricia A. Martin 

Jay & Miggy Monroe

Michael W. O'Shaughnessy 

The Estate of Perry C. Peine

Ms. Carol A. Robbins

Tim & Kathryn Ryan

Phyllis Sharp 

Kristin & George Strompolos

The Estate of Elsie Swensen

Dick & Sonnie Talley

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson & Merrill Shields 

Mr. David J. & Mrs. Sally J. Warren

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous

Holly Arnold Kinney & Jeremy Kinney

Artur Bergman

Mr. Gary & Mrs. Deborah Corner

Mr. James & Mrs. Patricia Depperschmidt

Robert & Virginia Fuller 

Philip & Susan Greenberg

The Estate of Karen Hass

The Hutchens Family

Jon & Roxanne Isenhart

Kevin & Dorota Kilstrom Family

Kenneth & Joyce Luff

Donna Lynne & James Brown

Donna & Naresh Mandava 

Jane Manning
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Gregory Parmley

Robert & Mary Raynolds 

John & Vivian Sabel

Jesus & Kaylee Salazar

Dennis T. & Kathie L. Simpson

Robert & Mary Raynolds

Cari & Mark Spiecker 

Ken W. Weissenburger & Kate S. Weissenburger

Bob & Linda Zaparanick

$1,500-$4,999
Anonymous

David & Christine Abell

Barbara A. Allen, MD & Marc S Frank

Jandel Allen-Davis, M.D. 

Kenneth Behrens & Cynthia Wozniak-Behrens

Robert & Sarah Benson 

Barry Berlin

Dr. Gerald E. Blackler

Dr. Robert Breeze & Dr. Carol Foster-Breeze 

Wesley & Linda Brown 

Elizabeth Bruno

Bruce & Brenda Campbell

Desiree Campbell

Anne Mills Canter

David Carlson

Richard Casterline

Pete & Marilyn Coors 

Joan Corder

Cynthia Cox

Alvin Cullick

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Dawson

John & Susan Demboski

Michael P. Dowling

Bonnie & Bob Downing

Erik M. Engelstad 

Randolph Evans

Tom Farrell 

Holly Frazer

Judy Fredricks

Christina & Justin Fritts

Valerie Gates

Suzanne Gavlin & Robert Cluff 

Bonnie M. Gibbs & Catherine M Gibbs

Cornelia M. Gibson

Patricia Gillette

Savita Ginde & Reid Collier 

James & Diana Hanna

Jenna Harris

Harriet Hill

Stephen Hindes 

Heidi & Bruce Hoyt

Shelley & Bill Hunter

Ramsay Huntley

Alice K. Jackson

Susan Jerman 

Barbara J. Kelley

Joanne & John Kirby

Tim Kram 

Charles H. Kurtz
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Margot & Michael LaBree

Karl & Shannon Lackler 

Mr. Bryan & Mrs. Kathryn Lees

Jennifer & Brian Leitsch

Patty N. Limerick

Sarah Lipscy & Seth Hornstein 

Charles & Kim Malek

Susan B. Mammel 

Christine Marquez-Hudson & Andrew Hudson

Douglas R. McCallum

Susan McLoon Hodson 

Brent Metz

Lael Moe & Cathy Fennelly 

Jon & Amy Montague

Tae-Hyun Moon & Gregory Tiebohl

John & Cheryl Muhr

John M. Nugent, Jr.

Canton & Ann O'Donnell

Charlotte Ondeck*

Carol S. Peterson

Jesse Peterson

Florence Phillips

Gary B. Randall

Arthur & Lindsay Reimers

Robert & Myra Rich 

Rojas Family

Edward D. Scholz & Craig C. Brown

Tisha Schuller 

BJ & Erin Scott

James Shuler & Sonja Hellman

Mark Sippel & Diane Fre 

Bernd Sokolowski & Holly Haggerty-Sokolowski

George Sparks & Dr. Shandra Wilson

Charles Spratt

Terence & Linda Stevinson 

John W. Stockwell & Karen Kolb

Stephen M. Strachan

Melanie & Sean Tafaro 

Juliet Uhlott

John & Jane Walp

Nancy Walsh & Theodore Vial

Paul Washington & Nadia El Mallakh

Linda L. Weiss

Mr. Richard Whipkey

Rachel Williams & Mike Weissmann

Norman Wilson 

Mr. James S. & Mrs. Marilyn M. Wilson

Sallie Pagels Wolf & Wes Johnson 

Kathleen Wolf

Mr. Shan-Tai & Mrs. Lih Ling Yeh

Robert Zupkus & Janet Burda

* Passed away in 2024

Individual Donors continued
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Organization Donors
$1,000,000+ 
The Mary Lynne Kneller Trust

Luff Family Fund

Royal Gold Inc.

$100,000-$999,999
Anonymous Foundation

Chevron

Colorado Energy Office 

Rollie R. Kelley Family Foundation Fund

The LARRK Foundation

Sturm Family Foundation

$10,000-$99,999
Anonymous

American Museum of Natural History

Bank of America 

Burleson Giving Fund

The Butler Family Fund of The Denver Foundation

California Science Center Foundation

The Collaborative of the SCFD

Colorado Gives Foundation

Dunn Family Foundation In Memory of  
 Douglas and Karen Dunn

The E Phil Donor Advised Fund

Ferguson Family Fund

Sidney E. Frank Foundation - Colorado Fund

Fugere Family Fund

Genesee Mountain Foundation

Glendorn Foundation

Mary Anderson Harrison Foundation

Virginia W. Hill Charitable Foundation

IMA Foundation 

Kenneth King Foundation

Stephen Richard Kneller Trust

Trust of Richard J. Kozacka

Land Title Guarantee Company

Raphael Levy Memorial Foundation

The Micah Fund

Moore Charitable Foundation

National Geographic Society

The Oreck Family Foundation

I.A. O'Shaughnessy Foundation

Ovintiv Inc.

The Donald & Harriet Peterson Charitable Fund

Ping Identity

Pinnacol Assurance

The Ponzio Family

Quinette Family Fund

Rocky Mountain Human Services 

Simpson Family Giving Fund

Singer Family Foundation

Suncor Energy 

U.S. Bank Foundation

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),  
 Forest Service

Xcel Energy Foundation

Zinn Family Giving Account

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous

BCER Engineering

William S. and Cheryl S. Bennett Fund

Children's Hospital Colorado

Cliff Foundation 

Columbus Foundation
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James H & Barbara J Crocker Christian Charities Fund

CSU Spur

DaVita

Enerplus Resources (USA) Corporation

Footbridge Foundation Fund

Hamlin Family Fund

F & C Hubbell Family Charitable Fund

Huntington Bank

Ibotta, Inc.

The Lloyd J. King & Eleanor R. King Foundation

Elizabeth Ring Mather & William Gwinn Mather Fund

O'Neal Family Foundation

Paz Family Foundation

Peters Creek Fund

PNC Bank

Prologis

Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists Foundation

John and Vivian Sabel Family Foundation

SM Energy Company

The Thomas & Beatrice Taplin Fund

Twelve Twenty-One Fund

Jessica Zofnass Barclay and Rebecca Zofnass Family Fund

$1,500-$4,999
Anonymous

Adams 12 Five Star Schools

Kim Baker & Jill Nelson Family Foundation Fund

The Paula and William Bernstein Family Foundation

Broadmoor Garden Club

Carson Foundation 

Cherry Creek School District

The Colorado Trust

Daniels Fund

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce

Thomas J. & Shirley C. Gibson Charitable Fund

The Great Basin Institute

Haynes Mechanical Systems

Charles H Kurtz Family Foundation

The David and Katherine Lawrence Foundation

The Links, Incorporated - Denver CO Chapter

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Metropolitan State University of Denver

Morse Family Foundation

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

Loretta and Leigh H. Norgren Foundation

Phelps-Tointon, Inc.

The Portugal-Reyes Charity Fund

Presson-Byrd Family Charitable Fund

William D. Radichel Foundation

Rudy & Alice Ramsey Foundation 

Rose Community Foundation

The Larry and Therese Schmidt - Lakeland  
 Stewardship Fund

Schmugge Family Foundation

The Schollmaier Family Fund

The Schramm Foundation

Team Streams Fund

Van Vleet Foundation

Charles A. White & Nancy G. White  
 Charitable Fund

Wright Family Foundation

Gifts in Kind
Maverick VR

S&P Global
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Cumulative List

ORGANIZATION DONORS 

$5,000,000+
The Anschutz Foundation

Avenir Foundation

Boettcher Foundation

Adolph Coors Foundation

Gates Family Foundation

Kaiser Permanente

Morgridge Family Foundation

Pauline A. and George R. Morrison Charitable Trust

National Science Foundation

$1,000,000-$4,999,999
Anonymous Foundation 

Helen H. Chatfield Trust

The Colorado Health Foundation

The Colorado Trust 

DMNS Foundation

El Pomar Foundation

Harvey Family Foundation

Institute of Museum and Library Services

Helen K. and Arthur E. Johnson Foundation

Rollie R. Kelley Family Foundation Fund

The Kresge Foundation

Mike Leprino Family Foundation

Lockheed Martin

Luff Family Fund

The Cydney and Tom Marsico Family Foundation

Microsoft Corporation

NASA

National Center for Research Resources,  

 National Institutes of Health

National Endowment for the Humanities

Royal Gold Inc.

S&P Global 

Sturm Family Foundation

U.S. Department of Energy

Wenner-Gren Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

$5,000,000+
Estate of Frank Ricketson Jr.

$1,000,000-$4,999,999
Anonymous 

Sue Anschutz-Rodgers

Estate of Elsa A. Burrows

Montgomery C. Cleworth

Martha S. & Cortlandt S. Dietler

Estate of Mark & Martha Freeman

John & Ginny Freyer

Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Gates Jr.

Mary Lynne & Stephen Kneller

Don & Susie Law

Mike A. Leprino

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Liniger

Steve & Kathy McConahey and Family

Estate of Doris W. Pritchard

Thank you to the individuals, organizations and foundations for their years of continued support.



Kristin & Blair Richardson Family

Tim & Kathryn Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. "Budd" Spratlen III

M. Patrick Swingle & Jo Ann C. Swingle

Janice & Glenn Tucker

$100,000-$999,999
Lisa Levin Appel

Estate of John S. Bouslog

Amy Davis

Peter Dea & Cathy Carpenter Dea

Peter & Rhondda Grant

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic C. Hamilton

Mary Pat Link & John Strohm

Hal & Ann Logan

Mr. & Mrs. Allan R. Phipps

Estate of Lillian K. Schwarz

Mark Sexton

Phyllis Sharp

Estate of Don R. Winner
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Cicero, C., Koo, M.S., Braker, E., Abbott, J., Bloom, D., Campbell, M., Cook, J.A., 

Demboski, J.R., Doll, A.C., Frederick, L.M., Linn, A.J., Mayfield-Meyer, T.J., 

McDonald, D.L., Nachman, M.W., Olson, L.E., Roberts, D., Sikes, D.S., Witt, C.C. 

& Wommack, E.A. 2024. Arctos: community-driven innovations for managing 

natural and cultural history collections. PLoS ONE 19 (5): e0296478 (28 pp.). 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0296478

Clement, A.M., Tackett, L.S. & Marolt, S. 2024. Biosediment assemblages 

reveal disrupted silica cycling and redox conditions throughout the Rhaetian 

Stage: evidence for a precursor event to the end-Triassic mass extinction. 

Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology 638: 112034 (20 pp.). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.palaeo.2024.112034

Cushing P.E., Wicker, R.M. & Horner, N.V. 2024. Living with the enemy: 

behavioral study of Myrmecicultor chihuahuensis Ramírez, Grismado & Ubick 

(Araneae: Myrmecicultoridae). The Journal of Arachnology 52 (1): 71–74. https://

doi.org/10.1636/JoA-S-22-063

Dattilo, B.F., Freeman, R.L., Hartshorn, K., Peterman, D., Morse, A., Meyer, 

D.L., Dougan, L.G. & Hagadorn, J.W. 2024. Paradox lost: wide gape in the 

Ordovician brachiopod Rafinesquina explains how unattached filter-feeding 

strophomenoids thrived on muddy substrates. Palaeontology 67: e12697  

(23 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1111/pala.12697

Dehler, C., Sundberg, F., Karlstrom, K., Crossey, L., Schmitz, M., Rowland, S. 

& Hagadorn, J. 2024. The Cambrian of the Grand Canyon: refinement of a 

classic stratigraphic model. GSA Today 34 (11): 4–11. https://doi.org/10.1130/

GSATG604A.1 

Foster J.R., Sundberg F.A. & Hagadorn J.W. 2024. Cambrian trilobites and 

associated fossils from the Uinta Mountains of Utah (USA). Journal of 

Paleontology. Published online 2024, 8 pp. https://doi.org/10.1017/jpa.2023.82

Foster, W. F., Gensbigler, P., Wilson, J.D., Smith, R.H., Lyson, T.R. & Bever, G.S. 

2024. Cranial anatomy of the Triassic rhynchosaur Mesosuchus browni based on 

computed tomography, with a discussion of the reptile vomeronasal system and 

its deep history. Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 201 (4): zlae097  

(27 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlae097 

Garcia, E.L., Cushing, P.E. 2024. Historical biogeography and the evolution of 

habitat preference in the North American camel spider family, Eremobatidae 

(Arachnida: Solifugae). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 201: 108193  

(16 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2024.108193

Scientific Publications
Denver Museum of Nature & Science staff published 39 peer-reviewed journal articles, 
books and book chapters. 
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Garcia, E.L., Hansen Q. & Cushing P.E. 2024. Camel spider trait evolution 

demonstrates repeated patterns of convergence (Arachnida: Solifugae: 

Eremobatidae). Insect Systematics and Diversity 8 (1): 1–23. https://www. 

doi.org/10.1093/isd/ixae002 

Girard, L.C., Erickson, J.M., Lyson, T.R., Hoganson, J.W. & Joyce, W.G. 2024. 

The cranial morphology of Hutchemys rememdium and its impact on the 

phylogenetic relationships of Plastomenidae (Testudinata, Trionychidae). 

Swiss Journal of Palaeontology 143: 22 (36 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1186/

s13358-024-00315-8

Hagadorn, J.W., Petermann, H., Hups K.M. & Miller, I.M. 2024. Probable frog 

tracks from the Cretaceous Kaiparowits Formation of Utah, U.S.A. New Mexico 

Museum of Natural History & Science Bulletin 96: 339–345.

Harvey, M.S. & Steinmann, D.B. 2024. A new troglomorphic species of Larca 

(Pseudoscorpiones, Larcidae) from Colorado. ZooKeys 1198: 279–294.  

https://doi.org/10.3897/zookeys.1198.120353

Imfeld, T.S., Barker, F.K., Vázquez-Miranda, H., Chaves, J.A., Escalante, P., 

Spellman, G.M. & Klicka, J. 2024. Diversification and dispersal in the Americas 

revealed by new phylogenies of the wrens and allies (Passeriformes: 

Certhioidea). Ornithology 141 (2): ukae007 (15 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1093/

ornithology/ukae007

Jiménez-Mejías, P., Manzano, S., Gowda, V., Krell, F.-T., Lin, M.-Y., Martín-Bravo, 

S., Martín-Torrijos, L., Nieto Feliner, G., Mosyakin, S.L., Naczi, R.F.C., Acedo, C., 

Álvarez, I., Crisci, J.V., Luceño Garcés, M., Manning, J., Moreno Saiz, J.C., Muasya, 

A.M., Riina, R., Sánchez-Mata, D., Sánchez Meseguer, A., […], Krause, D.W., […], 

Cushing, P., et al. 2024. Protecting stable biological nomenclatural systems 

enables universal communication. BioScience 74 (7): 467–472. https://doi.

org/10.1093/biosci/biae043

Koons, M.L., Rizzuto, B.C., Trever, L., Boswell, A., Bazán Pérez, A., Muro Ynoñán, 

L.A., Prieto, G., Rengifo, C., Sharp, Kayeleigh, Swenson, E., Ikehara-Tsukayama, H., 

Oriz Zevallos, J., Cotrina Roncal, T., George, R.J., Capriles, J.M. & Tokanai, F. 2024. 

Moche chronology of ancient Peru: Bayesian assessment of radiocarbon dates 

and ceramic styles from north to south. Quaternary International 703: 82–96. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2024.05.008

Krell, F.-T. 2024. The European dung beetle Aphodius (Melinopterus) 
prodromus (Brahm) and related native species in the Dakotas (Coleoptera: 

Scarabaeidae: Aphodiinae). Entomological News 131 (2): 64–74. https://doi.

org/10.3157/021.131.0202

Krell, F.-T. 2024. „Die deutsche Zoologie kann nicht auf Sie verzichten“ — 

Schöne Grüße aus Colorado. Was man tun muss, um Scarabaeiden-Forscher 

bleiben zu können. Entomologische Nachrichten und Berichte 68: 284–289.

Krell, F.-T. & Krell-Westerwalbesloh, S. 2024. One elephant may sustain 2 million 

dung beetles in East African savannas on any given day. The Science of Nature – 

Naturwissenschaften 111: 5–12. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00114-024-01894-9
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Longman, M., Svihlik, N., Burleson, J. & Hagadorn, J.W. 2024. Opal Cement in the 

Eocene Castle Rock Conglomerate, Central, Colorado. Mountain Geologist 61 (1): 

49–69. https://doi.org/10.31582/rmag.mg.61.1.49

Longman, M.W., Burleson, J. & Hagadorn, J.W. 2024. Flood Events that Helped 

Shape Colorado’s Castlewood Canyon Carved into the Eocene Castle Rock 

Conglomerate: An Introduction to this Focused Issue. The Mountain Geologist 

61 (1): 5–16. https://doi.org/10.31582/rmag.mg.61.1.5

Manthey, J.D. & Spellman, G.M. 2024. Recombination rate variation shapes 

genomic variability of phylogeographic structure in a widespread North 

American songbird (Aves: Certhia americana). Molecular Phylogenetics and 

Evolution 196: 108088 (11 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2024.108088

O’Connor, L.K., Jerrett, R.M., Price, G.D., Lyson, T.R., Lengger, S.K., Peterse, F. 

& van Dongen, B.E. 2024. Terrestrial evidence for volcanogenic sulfate-driven 

cooling event ~30 ka before the Cretaceous-Paleogene mass extinction. Science 

Advances 10 (51): eado5478 (7 pp.). https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.ado5478

Páll-Gergely, B., Krell, F.-T., Ábrahám, L., Bajomi, B., Balog, L.E., Boda, P., Csuzdi, 

C., Dányi, L., Fehér, Z., Hornok, S., Horváth, A., Kóbor, P., Koczor, S., Kontschán, 

J., Kovács, T., Majoros, G., Murányi, D., Németh, T., Pernecker, B., Puskás, G., 

Rózsa, L., Soltész, Z., Szita, É., Szűts, T., Tóth, B., Tőke, A., Vas, Z., Zsuga, K., 

Zsupos, V., Csabai, Z. & Móra, A. 2024. Identification crisis: a fauna-wide 

estimate of biodiversity expertise shows massive decline in a Central European 

country. Biodiversity and Conservation 33: 3871–3903. https://doi.org/10.1007/

s10531-024-02934-6

Patrello, C. 2024. One hundred years in the making: reinstalling the Indigenous 

Arts of North America permanent collection galleries at the Denver Art Museum. 

Venue 2 (1): 88–128. 

Peacock, J., Spellman, G.M., Field, D.J., Mason, M.J. & Mayr, G. 2024. Comparative 

morphology of the avian bony columella. The Anatomical Record 307 (5): 1735– 

1763. https://doi.org/10.1002/ar.25278

Raynolds, R.G.H. 2024. Time mapping in the Turkana Basin, Kenya: Applied 

mapping tools. Journal of African Earth Sciences 216: 105296 (20 pp.).  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jafrearsci.2024.105296

Raynolds, R.G. 2024. Jurassic-Cretaceous stratigraphy at Dinosaur Ridge. New 

Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science Bulletin 95: 357–362.

Rector, T.A. & Yu, K.C. 2024. How To Think About Solutions. Pp. 6-1–6-30 in 

Rector, T.A. (ed.): Climate Change for Astronomers: Causes, Consequences, and 

Communication. Bristol, UK: IOP Publishing. https://www.doi.org/10.1088/ 

2514-3433/acfcb6ch6

Rector, T.A. & Yu, K.C. 2024. Energy Solutions to Climate Change. Pp. 7-1–7-79  

in Rector, T.A. (ed.): Climate Change for Astronomers: Causes, Consequences, and 

Communication. Bristol, UK: IOP Publishing. https://www.doi.org/10.1088/ 

2514-3433/acfcb6ch7

Scientific Publications continued
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Serrano-Brañas, C.I., Espinosa-Chávez, B., Maccracken, S.A. & Torres-Rodríguez, 

E. 2024. The Cerro del Pueblo Formation, unlocking the environmental data of 

an extraordinary ancient ecosystem from Mexico. Pp. 405– 426 in Guerrero-

Arenas, R., Jiménez-Hidalgo, E. (eds): Past Environments of Mexico. City, Country. 

Cham, Switzerland: Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-51034-2_18

Rossetto-Harris, G. & Wilf, P. 2024. Reassessing floral diversity at Río Pichileufú, 

earliest middle Eocene of Río Negro, Argentina. Palaeontologia Electronica 27 

(3): a49 (31 pp.). https://doi.org/10.26879/1383

Spicher, G.E., Lyson, T.R. & Evers, S. 2024. Updated cranial and mandibular 

description of the Late Cretaceous (Maastrichtian) baenid turtle Saxochelys 
gilberti based on micro-computed tomography scans and new information on 

the holotype-shell association. Swiss Journal of Palaeontology 143: 2 (28 pp.).  

https://doi.org/10.1186/s13358-023-00301-6

Swain, A., Azevedo, L.E., Maccracken, S.A., Currano, E.D., Meineke, E.K., Pierce, 

N.E., Fagan, W.F. & Labandeira, C.C. 2024. Interactive effects of temperature, 

aridity, and plant stoichiometry on insect herbivory: past and present. The 

American Naturalist 204 (4): 416–431. https://doi.org/10.1086/731995

Taylor, L.H., Raynolds, R.G., Lucas, S.G. (eds) 2024. Vertebrate Paleoichnology:  

a Tribute to Martin Lockley. New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science 

Bulletin 95. Albuquerque. VIII, 438 pp.

 

Thiers, B., Roberts, T.E., Rundell, R.J., Spellman, G.M., Fischer, G.A., Nelson, 

G., Bates, J., Edwards, S.V., Sessa, E.B., Zaspel, J.M. & Pandey, J.L. 2024. Duke's 

herbarium merits continued enhancement, not dissolution. BioScience 74 (8): 

507–508. https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biae031

Weaver, L.N., Crowell, J.W., Chester, S.G.B. & Lyson, T.R. 2024. Skull of a new 

periptychid mammal from the lower Paleocene Denver Formation of Colorado 

(Corral Bluffs, El Paso County). Journal of Mammalian Evolution 31: 16 (26 pp.). 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10914-024-09716-5

Wilson, J.D., Huang, E.J., Lyson, T.R. & Bever, G.S. 2024. Freshwater fish and the 

Cretaceous/Paleogene boundary: a critical assessment of survivorship patterns. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of London B 291: 20241025 (12 pp.). https://

doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2024.1025

Yu, K.C. 2024. Addressing Climate Change with Informal Science Education. 

Pp. 11-1–11-14 in Rector, T.A. (ed.): Climate Change for Astronomers: Causes, 

consequences, and communication. Bristol, UK: IOP Publishing. https://www. 

doi.org/10.1088/2514-3433/acfcb6ch11

Yu, K.C. & Raynolds, R. 2024. Geologic Climate History of the Earth. Pp. 2-1–2-

42 in Rector, T.A. (ed.): Climate Change for Astronomers: Causes, consequences, 

and communication. Bristol, UK: IOP Publishing. https://www.doi.org/10.1088/ 
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SCFD
The citizens of the Scientific & Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) are heroes 
for the arts. Their support of this special district affords arts and culture 
organizations like us flexibility to take measured risks in delighting guests 
and planning for the future. We salute you and thank you for the opportunity 
to collaborate with the following SCFD organizations in 2024:

A Child’s Song

Art from Ashes

Art Students League of Denver

Augustana Arts

Ballet Ariel

Bird Conservancy of the Rockies

Black American West Museum & Heritage Center

Bluff Lake Nature Center

Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra

Butterfly Pavilion

Cal-Wood Education Center

Central City Opera

CherryArts

Children's Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus

City of Aurora Cultural Services

Cleo Parker Robinson Dance

Clyfford Still Museum

CMDance

Colorado Ballet

Colorado Children's Chorale

Colorado Dragon Boat Festival

Colorado Environmental Film Festival

Colorado Mountain Club - Youth Programs

Colorado Railroad Museum

Colorado Symphony

Curious Theatre Company

Denver Art Museum

Denver Audubon

Denver Botanic Gardens

Denver Center for the Performing Arts (DCPA)

Denver Film Society

Denver Firefighters Museum

Denver Zoo Conservation Alliance

Evergreen Audubon Society

Foothills Art Center

Forney Museum of Transportation

Four Mile Historic Park 

Golden History Museum

HawkQuest
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Historic Denver/ Molly Brown House Museum

Inside the Orchestra

Kim Robards Dance

Lakewood Cultural Center

Lighthouse Writers Workshop

Lone Tree Arts Center

Majestic View Nature Center

Mizel Institute (Counterterrorism Education  

 Learning Lab (CELL) & Mizel Museum)

Morrison Natural History Museum

Museo de las Americas

Museum of Contemporary Art Denver

Ocean First Institute

Opera Colorado

Playground Ensemble

Pop Culture Classroom

SeriesFest

Su Teatro Inc

Swallow Hill Music Association

The Collaborative of the SCFD

Think 360 Arts for Learning 

Westminster Historical Society

Wild Bear Nature Center

Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum



The 2024 Gratitude Report is available online at  
www.dmns.org/annualreport.

For information about how to give, please visit  
www.dmns.org/give or call us at 303.370.8306. 

All content and images unless otherwise noted © 2025 DMNS Rick Wicker and Museum photographer.




